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Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 
Monday 20 March 2023 

 

District and Borough Health Scrutiny Activity  
 
Recommendation  

 
I recommend that: 
 

a. The report be received, and consideration be given to any matters arising 
from the Health Scrutiny activity being undertaken by the Staffordshire 

District and Borough Councils, as necessary. 
 

Summary 
 

 The Committee receives updates at each meeting to consider any matters 
arising from the Health Scrutiny activity being undertaken by the 

Staffordshire District and Borough Councils. 
 

Background  
 
2. The Health and Social Care Act 2001 confers on local authorities with social 

services functions powers to undertake scrutiny of health matters. The 
County Council currently have responsibility for social services functions 

but, to manage health scrutiny more effectively, they have agreed with the 
eight District/Borough Councils in the County to operate joint working 

arrangements.  
 

3. Each District/Borough Council has a committee in which holds the remit for 
health and wellbeing scrutiny matters and matters that have a specifically 
local theme. The Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee will  

continue to deal with matters that impact on the whole or large parts of the 
County and that require wider debate across Staffordshire. 

 
4. District and Borough Councils each have a representative from the County 

Council Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee as a member of 
the relevant committee with remit for health scrutiny matters. The County 

Councillors will update the District and Borough Councils on matters 
considered by the Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee. A 
summary of matters considered by this committee is circulated to District 

and Borough Councils for information.  
 



 

5. It is anticipated that the District and Borough Councillors who are members 

of this committee will present the update of matters considered at the 
District and Borough committees to the Health and Care Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee. 
  

6. The following is a summary of the health scrutiny activity which has been 
undertaken at the District/Borough Council level since the last meeting of 

the Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 28 November 
2022.  

 

7. Cannock Chase District Council 
 

Cannock Chase’s Health, Wellbeing & The Community Scrutiny Committee 
last met on 5 December 2022. The following matters were considered: 

 
Presentation on the Environmental Health & Public Protection 

Service  
 
Food and Safety Team: The Environmental Health and Public Protection 

Manager provided an overview of the service that included the Food and 
Safety Team, snapshot of food safety 2020-2022, case studies that 

included premises visited and outcomes of meat manufacturers visited, 
health and safety/public health and an overview of the priorities, and the 

challenges ahead. 
 

Environmental Protection: Members were provided with information that 
covered environmental protection. This included fly tipping, littering, 
animal welfare etc. Slides were show that covered who was in the Team, 

key achievements and challenges, environmental awareness, future 
actions, stats and figures for environmental crime and also prosecution 

figures. Case studies were also discussed concerning fly tipping and animal 
welfare, and the outcomes of these.  Members discussed the current issues 

with the Poplars Land fill site, Norton Canes. Advertising of prices/services 
and what the site would accept was discussed along with licence limits for 

pollution. The Officer discussed the levels of pollution and advised that 
many businesses fell under the threshold. He advised that the permits 
would provide the threshold of what would be considered the correct level. 

The Head of Environment and Healthy Lifestyles confirmed that the Poplars 
Landfill site was run by the County Council along with other sites. 

 
A Member discussed the revocation of the Air Quality Management 

Areas (AQMAs) and the plan to move forward. He expressed some 
concern that this needed to be more open. The Member also discussed the 

number of developments planned around the Heath Hayes area and the 
impact on local health of traffic around the five-ways island. He questioned 



 

whether the (AQMAs) should be removed particularly when stats would not 

be known on the impact for several years. 
 

The Officer reported that monitors would remain in place and a decision 
was made by Defra that levels were below a certain level, and they would 

not remove the AQMAs too early. A consultation would be undertaken; 
however, it was likely that if there were no concerns, the AQMAs would be 

revoked.  
 
Private Sector Housing Standards Team: Members were provided with 

information that covered housing standards, information about the team, 
key achievements and challenges, key action and priorities, case studies 

relating to an unlicensed House of Multiple Occupation (HMO) and 
information around the Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES) 

Project. In response to Members questions concerning landlords’ duty of 
care to declare the type of residency to the Council, and properties not 

deemed suitable for a resident. The Officer advised that in terms of 
landlords and their duty of care, the Council would deal with the licensing 
of more than 5 people in a property, however there was no requirement for 

assisted living providers to inform the Council. The Officer also advised that 
those people residing in unsuitable properties would continue to be 

engaged and re-assured, and it was hoped that access could be gained to 
the property for Officers to make an assessment.  

 
Adaptations and Assistance Service (“The DFG Team”): Members 

were provided with information about the team, the adaptation of homes 
and reasons for adaptations, key challenges, key actions, key 
achievements, case studies and visual images of an accessible bathroom 

and wheelchair accessible ramp. Members asked questions about security 
for visually impaired people and referrals to the service be it by family 

members or self-referral. The Officer provided information and advised that 
safety was a consideration. He gave an example of a person living alone 

who had a door entry system installed which allowed family members 
access to his home, given that family members were unsure about who 

was entering his property given certain illness/conditions he was suffering 
from. The Officer also explained the assessment route regarding referrals, 
and it was highly unlikely with a low take up of referrals being made by 

other people as the assessment would identify any need first.   
 

Environmental Health Admin and Licensing Unit: Members were 
provided with slides that gave information on the team, the work of the 

team, partnership working, compliance and enforcement, achievements 
and challenges, the impact of the service on public safety and examples of 

helping to ensure public safety. 
 



 

Statutory Health Scrutiny Items: Update – Staffordshire County 

Council’s Health & Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee. The Chair 
reported on the recent meeting she had attended last week that covered 

numerous items including the public health dashboard and primary care 
access updates. She reported that comments were made on how well the 

Committee at Cannock worked, and other Districts and Boroughs were 
encouraged to do the same. The Chair reported that recent meetings of the 

County’s Health and Care and Overview Scrutiny Committee could be 
accessed through their website. 
 

Date of next meeting: 14 March 2023 
 

8.East Staffordshire Borough Council 
 

East Staffordshire Borough Council’s Scrutiny Community Environment , 
Health and Well Being Committee met on 25 January 2023. 

 
ESBC are concluding a review into the benefits of joining the White Ribbon 
Campaign and how the organisation can be better positioned to not only 

address Violence Against Women and Girls but also how to promote 
positive relationships and interactions between councillors, officers and the 

general public. 
 

Date next meeting:  16 March 2023 
 

9.Lichfield District Council 
 
Lichfield District Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee met on 8 

February 2023. 
 

Date of next meeting: 16 March 2023 
 

10.Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 
 

The Health, Wellbeing & Environment Scrutiny Committee last met on 28 
November 2022. 
 

 The Committee considered a presentation on using grazing animals 
at St James’ Church in Audley to keep it tidy. 

 
 Tennis provision in the Borough was discussed including resurfacing 

and repainting works at the Westlands Courts. 
 

 The Latest update regarding Walleys Quarry was considered and the 
Council was working closely with the site operators. 

 



 

 Consideration was given to the Health and Care Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee digests and notes from a meeting with the 
Integrated Care Board and the reports from the Staffordshire Police, 

Fire and Crime Panel held in October. 
 

   Date of next meeting: 6 March 2023 (minutes under construction) 
 

11. South Staffordshire District Council 
 
South Staffordshire Councils Wellbeing Select Committee last met on 7th 

February 2023. The following matters were considered.  
 

Leisure Services Refurbishment Update 
 

A presentation was provided by the Community Services Manager on the 
Councils Leisure Centre refurbishment programme. A refurbishment 

programme is currently being delivered across the councils four Leisure 
centre sites. Members were updated on progress including before and after 
photos and the next steps in the refurbishment programme. 

 
Community Physical Activity Outreach Wellbeing Activities 

 
The Councils Leisure & Health Manager provided an overview of the 

community health and wellbeing programmes that are delivered over and 
above the Councils core Leisure Offer ,  this includes walking and gentle 

exercise classes delivered at various locations across the District , to 
improve access to physical activity opportunities. Updates were also given 
on partnership working including social prescribing , exercise on referral, 

spinal functional rehabilitation and other health-based initiatives which are 
delivered from community clinics based in the council’s leisure facilities. 

 
Healthwatch Staffordshire, Accessing Primary Care  

 
Healthwatch Staffordshire carried out a presentation on primary care 

access across Staffordshire with a specific emphasis on GP practices based 
in South Staffordshire, this focussed on increased demand, reduced GP 
workforce due to recruitment and retention issues , referral backlogs , 

variability in deprived and diverse communities and patients generally 
wanting to see a GP face to face despite other options being available. 

 
WORK PROGRAMME 2023-24 

 
The Assistant Director Community Services gave an overview of the 

committees work programme for 2023 and requested Members come 
forward with any additional local Health and Wellbeing issues that can be 

referred to the committee.  



 

 

Date of next meeting Tuesday 6th June 2023 
 

12. Stafford Borough Council 
 

The last meeting of Stafford Borough Council’s Community Wellbeing 
Scrutiny Committee was due to be held on Tuesday 10 January 2023, 

where the following items were considered:- 

 Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee - a report back on a 
previous meeting of the Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee held on 3 and 17 October 2022. 

 Air Quality Annual Status Report 2022 – a report the work that has 

been undertaken by the Council to monitor the air quality of the 
Borough to ensure that there was a good and healthy air qual ity 

environment 

 Food Safety Annual Report 2021-2022 

 Food Safety Service Plan 2022-2025 

 Health and Safety Annual Report 2021-2022 

The next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee is due to be held on Thursday 

23 March 2023. 
 

13. Staffordshire Moorlands District Council 
 

Staffordshire Moorlands District Council’s Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Panel met on 8 March 2023.  

 
Members considered a presentation given by Vicky Rowley, Commissioning 
Manager, Public Health and Prevention, SCC on the Loneliness Reduction 

Plan. 
 

Date of next meeting: To be agreed at Annual Council on 17 May 2023.  
 

14. Tamworth Borough Council 
 

Tamworth Borough Council’s Health & Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee met 

on 29 November 2022, 24 January 2023 & 22 February 2023 and 

considered: 

 Homelessness Strategic Update 2022/ Update on Homelessness data 

successes and homelessness hub 



 

 Delivery of Disabled Adaptations in Tamworth 

 Housing Strategy Update 

 Loneliness and Addiction Support Services 

Date of next meeting: 28 March 2023 

 

Link to Strategic Plan  
 

Scrutiny work programmes are aligned to the ambitions and delivery of the 
principles, priorities, and outcomes of the Staffordshire Corporate Plan. 
 

Link to Other Overview and Scrutiny Activity 
 

The update reports provide overview of scrutiny activity across Borough and 
Districts, shares good practice, and highlights emerging concerns which 

inform work programmes for Health and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees across Staffordshire. 

 
List of Background Documents/Appendices:  
 

Council District/ Borough 
Representative on CC 

County Council 
Representative on 
DC/BC 

Cannock Chase  Cllr Philippa Haden Cllr Phil Hewitt 

East Staffordshire Cllr Mrs Patricia Ackroyd Cllr Philip Atkins 

Lichfield  Cllr Michael Wilcox Cllr Janice Sylvester-Hall 

Newcastle Cllr Ian Wilkes Cllr Ian Wilkes 

South Staffordshire  Cllr Lin Hingley Cllr Jak Abrahams 

Stafford BC Cllr Jill Hood Cllr Anne Edgeller 

Staffordshire 

Moorlands 

Cllr Barbara Hughes Cllr Keith Flunder 

Tamworth  Cllr Daniel Maycock Cllr Thomas Jay 

 

Contact Details 
Report Author:   Zach Simister 

Job Title:    Interim Scrutiny and Support Officer 
Telephone No.:   01785 276901 
E-Mail Address:  zachary.simister@staffordshire.gov.uk 
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